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THE HAWAIIAN SITUATION. 

BY THEOPHILUS HARRIS DAVIES, PERSONAL GUARDIAN OF H. R. H. 
THE PRINCESS KAIULANI OF HAWAII. 



I have been asked to contribute a short paper upon the 
Hawaiian situation, especially from the standpoint which may be 
supposed to have led to the recent mission of the Princess Kaiu- 
lani, accompanied by myself as her guardian, to Washington. 

This mission was neither more nor less than an unofficial but 
very emphatic protest against the errand of the five Hawaiian 
Commissioners to Washington. I will, therefore, go straight to 
my subject, and assume that my readers have already seen the 
article which appeared in the March number of this Review, 
from the pen of Mr. Thurston, Chairman of the Commission. 

That gentleman is described as " ex-Prime Minister of Hawaii, 
and Chairman of the Hawaiian Annexation Commission." It 
is important to observe that Mr. Thurston became Prime Minis- 
ter by the appointment of the Hawaiian Sovereign, under author- 
ity of the Hawaiian Constitution ; and that the Annexation Com- 
mission, of which he is now Chairman, was constituted in 
defiance of the Sovereign, and of the Constitution, and of the 
people ot Hawaii. 

In 1887 Mr. Thurston and Mr. Dole, now President of the 
Provisional Government, were largely instrumental in preparing 
the Constitution under which Mr. Thurston became Premier and 
Mr. Dole Justice of the Supreme Court, and under which Liliuo- 
kalani afterwards became sovereign. The Queen and all the five 
Commissioners are under oath to support that Constitution, and 
there is no power that can absolve them from that oath except 
the Hawaiian nation, or its conquerors. But the Commissioners 
dare not to-day ask the Hawaiian people to sanction the scheme 
which has brought them to Washington. 

On page 270 Mr. Thurston quotes Mr. Blaine's reply to 
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the question " How would the United States Government re- 
ceive an application for annexation ? " as follows : " I consider 
that the acquisition of the islands is of so great importance to 
the United States that I cannot conceive of such a proposition 
being refused." 

I would very much like to ask Mr. Thurston : " Who put 
that question to Mr. Blaine, and who authorized the question ? " 

Queen Liliuokalani was well aware of the compromising posi- 
tion which some Hawaiian officials have assumed, and she and 
her people have been for many months in a state of alarm and 
suspicion because of the open advocacy of schemes against the 
independence of the kingdom. 

In October and November of last year, when I happened to 
be in Honolulu, this question of the independence of the islands 
was so much discussed, and the autonomy was so publicly 
threatened, that I am able to quote the following sentence from a 
letter of mine which was published at the time : 

" An impression has been conveyed to the newspapers and the states- 
men of other countries that there are men of influence in this country who 
would be willing to see part of the Hawaiian territory ceded to the United 
States in return for pecuniary advantages. A suspicion of disloyalty and 
infidelity has gathered around some of those who ought to be directing 
Hawaiian affairs, and they have not only lost their own influence, but 
have played into the hands of worse men, who have at least wit enough to 
be loyal. We foreigners must so think, and so speak, and so act, as to in- 
spire the Hawaiians— sovereign and people — with confidence in the friend- 
ship we profess, making them feel that this flag has no more faithful friends 
than we who live under its folds." 

I saw then that the Queen was getting more and more under 
the influence of bad advisers, whilst the men who represented the 
intelligence and industry, and even the integrity of the country, 
were becoming more and more entangled in the meshes of dis- 
loyalty, under the guidance of those who ought to have been 
leading, instead of abandoning, the Hawaiian nationality which 
they had sworn to uphold. 

I do not deny that there has been very grave cause for dissatis- 
faction with the legislation and government of the Queen. On the 
other hand many of her foreign subjects of the better class have 
shown little patriotism and less tact in the way in which they 
have met their difficulties. When the Queen knew that some of 
her white statesmen were not above secretly discussing with the 
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civil and naval authorities of a foreign power the mode in which 
they could best attack the autonomy of the kingdom, is it any 
wonder that she helplessly strove to recover, even by the impos- 
sible means of a new Constitution, the power which these men 
seemed to her to be using to her country's ruin? 

I have thus far endeavored to portray the condition which ex- 
isted early in December when I left Honolulu. 

On one side an ill-advised queen, seeking by intrigue and by 
unwise, if not disreputable, alliances to save her nationality, but 
supported by the passionate instincts of nearly the whole Haw- 
aiian people ; and on the other side a foreign population, who had 
in many cases assumed the duties of citizenship without realiz- 
ing the extent of its responsibilities, and who proclaimed that the 
commercial interests of the foreign-born must outweigh the 
national interests of the Hawaiian-born citizen. 

"We will now revert to Mr. Thurston's article. In perusing 
the article itself I do not find a single reference to the advantages 
which are to accrue to the Hawaiian people from the step which it" 
is the object of the Commission to accomplish. The argument is 
that, under the recent legislation of the United States and Hawaii, 
American citizens have become so prosperous there that it is 
the duty of the United States to protect them in that pros- 
perity ; and that duty is being urged, not by the Hawaiians them- 
selves, but by the representatives of the very citizens whose 
prosperity is thus affirmed. 

There is no reference to bad government, but in good, honest 
English Mr. Thurston states (page 280): " American property in- 
terests in Hawaii have become so great that it is no longer a simple 
question of political advantage to the United States, or of charity 
or justice to a weak neighbor, which the authorities at Washington 
have to deal with ; but it is a question involving the fortunes of 
thousands of their own flesh and blood, and millions of dollars' 
worth of their own property." 

The italics are mine, but those are the words addressed by a 
Hawaiian statesman to the American people ! 

I think I have made it perfectly clear that no arguments have 
been so much as referred to as regards the interests of Hawaiians 
themselves, and notwithstanding the alleged bad government, the 
Americans and other foreigners, according to Mr. Thurston, have 
been fairly prosperous under Hawaiian rule. But about the 12th 
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of January, the Queen, with an infatuation which is incredible, 
accomplished three bad acts, and attempted one unconstitu- 
tional act. There was a remedy, and a very proper one ; 
all good men should have stood by the Constitution, and 
let the Queen see that although she might break her own 
sovereignty she could not break the Constitution. In order 
to avoid anarchy the succession to the throne is consti- 
tutionally provided for, and in this case the dethronement 
of the Queen involved automatically the succession of the 
Princess Kaiulani. With the view of freeing the Princess 
from any bad court influences and giving her a pure, home 
training, she was sent (I believe at Mr. Thurston's suggestion) to 
a quiet English country home, where, and at Brighton, she has 
spent three or four years in refined society and study ; and this 
year the Princess was to return to Hawaii, after making a pro- 
longed visit to the United States. 

If all that was wanted was good government I cannot con- 
ceive any better provision than the Constitution placed in the 
hands of the provisional government. Dethronement of the 
Queen substituted a well-educated, high-principled girl, who 
would have been guided by such men as are now the executive 
of the provisional government. But that was not thorough 
enough for the extreme men, and so this Commission was hurried 
off, the Constitution hopelessly defied, and the Hawaiian nation 
is at present being held by the throat until the Commissioners 
can induce the United States Government to take the unenviable 
task off their hands. 

I ventured to write to the Hawaiian Minister at Washington, 
on receipt of the news, earnestly and solemnly remonstrating 
against this procedure. I pointed out the utter impossibility of 
the Commission's ever obtaining the sanction of the Hawaiian 
people to their proposal, and I reminded him that the Princess 
Kaiulani was eminently qualified for the position which, in case 
of the Queen's removal, would be hers by right. My efforts were 
in vain, for after my letter had been referred to the Commission, 
I merely received by cable the singular message : " Islands trans 
f erred ; Princess provided for." 

Even then I felt certain that neither the government nor the 
people of the United States had any idea of the actual circum- 
stances in which it was sought to involve them. I knew that at 
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some time or other the fact would have to he disclosed, that out 
of 14,000 electors at least 10,000 would be utterly averse to an- 
nexation ; and I knew the American people well enough to feel 
assured that they would reject with scorn the proposal that they 
should thus violate their own pledge of friendship, especially to a 
weak nation. 

It has been represented that in coming to Washington Prin- 
cess Kaiulani has been actuated by ambition or avarice. It was 
not a very courageous suggestion, neither is it true. Hopeless as 
the effort seemed at that time the Princess said to me : " Perhaps 
if I do not go the Hawaiians will say to me hereafter, ' You 
might have saved us, and you did not try. ' " And so we came. 

I deplore with all my heart the blunder into which, as I be- 
lieve, panic and the clamor of agitators have hurried so many of 
my most valued friends in Honolulu. I rejoice to know that this 
is not a question between Americans and Englishmen, for all 
through this period of disaffection my most cordial ally at Hono- 
lulu has been,' and is at present, head of the Boston house of 
Brewer & Co., and of the family to which Mr. Commissioner 
Carter belongs. But I rejoice above all in the experience of re- 
cent weeks, which has confirmed what I knew before, that the 
statesmen at Washington and the great American republic would 
refuse to be hurried blindfold into an act for which I verily be- 
lieve there has been no precedent since the partition of Poland. 

I have not referred to the skilful but rather unworthy insinu- 
ation that if the United States does not seize Hawaii some other 
nation will do so. I do not believe that any other nation would 
accept the islands as a gift ; and I am very certain that no nation 
under the sun could get the islands at present with the consent 
of the people. If the United States desires to have them, some 
day she will probably get them in an honorable way, without 
recourse to fraud or violence ; but if (as Mr. George Ticknor 
Curtis argues in the paper following Mr. Thurston's) the United 
States does not for her own sake want to annex Hawaii, then the 
resources of statesmanship are surely equal to meeting Mr. Thur- 
ston's ingenious warning, by providing that in no circumstances 
shall the neutrality of Hawaii ever be imperilled. 

I cannot close without taking note of the wide divergence be- 
tween the American and Hawaiian statesmen in their respective 
attitudes towards this matter. Mr. Blaine made it a clear con- 
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dition of acceptance by the United States that the said acceptance 
should follow only an application on the part of Hawaii ; and this 
is the bold declaration characterizing every utterance of American 
statesmen which Mr. Thurston quotes. The Hawaiian statesmen 
on the contrary come as a commission to urge annexation, 
although the only condition by which the islands can be offered 
to the United States is that the United States shall first help the 
Commission to disfranchise three-fourths of the present Hawaiian 
electorate. 

It was against this incredible proposal that the Princess Kaiu- 
lani came to Washington to protest, not by remonstrance, nor by 
argument, nor by official assertion (for all the official life of her 
country was ranged against her), but in the conviction that her 
presence would prove to the American people that all the truth 
had not been told to them. 

Princess Kaiulani disclaims any right to interfere in Ha- 
waiian politics so long as Queen Liliuokalani reigns ; but 
should the throne become vacant by the death, abdication, or 
dethronement of the Queen, then Princess Kaiulani claims the 
succession as her constitutional right, of which she can only be 
deprived by force, fraud, or the will of the Hawaiian people con- 
stitutionally declared. 

Theophilus Harris Davies. 



